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Johnsons tour in Scotland.        [A.D. 1773.
set out on his return to London; and I believe ninety-four days1 were never passed by any man in a more vigorous exertion.
He came by the way of Berwick upon Tweed to Edinburgh, where he remained a few days, and then went by St. Andrew's, Aberdeen, Inverness, and Fort Augustus, to the Hebrides, to visit which was the principal object he had in view. He visited the isles of Sky, Rasay, Col, Mull, Inch-kenneth, and Icolmkill. He travelled through Argyleshire by Inverary, and from thence by Lochlomond and Dumbarton to Glasgow, then by Loudon to Auchinleck in Ayrshire, the seat of my family, and then by Hamilton, back to Edinburgh, where he again spent some time. He thus saw the four Universities of Scotland2, its three.principal cities, and as much of the Highland and insular life as was 'sufficient for his philosophical contemplation. I had the pleasure of accompanying him during the whole of this journey. He was respectfully entertained by the great, the learned, and the elegant, wherever he went; nor was he less delighted with the hospitality which he experienced in humbler life3.
His various adventures, and the force and vivacity of his mind, as exercised during this peregrination, upon innumerable topicks, have been faithfully, and to the best of my abilities, displayed in my Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, to which, as the publick has been pleased to honour it by a very extensive circulation4, I beg leave to refer, as to z
1 From Aug. 14 to Nov. 22 is one hundred days.
3 It is strange that not one of the four conferred on him an hon> orary degree. This same year Beattie had been thus honoured al Oxford. Gray, who visited Aberdeen eight years before Johnson was offered the degree of doctor of laws,' which, having omitted tc take it at Cambridge, he thought it decent to refuse.' Johnson'; Works, viii. 479.
8 He was long remembered amongst the lower orders of Hebrid cans by the title of the Sassenach More, the big Englishman. WAL TER SCOTT.
* The first edition was published in September, 1785. In the fol lowing August, in his preface to the third edition, Boswell speaks o the first two editions ' as large impressions.'
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